
The late A. W. Tozer had some wise counsel on “How to Try the Spirits” (adapted 
from, Moody Monthly [12/79], pp. 51-55).  

He posed seven tests to apply to any teaching: 

1. How does the teaching affect my relaJonship with God? Is He magnified and 
glorified, or diminished? 

2. How does the teaching affect my aOtude toward the Lord Jesus Christ? Does 
it magnify Him and give Him first place? Or, does it subtly shiV my focus onto 
myself or some experience? 

3. How does the teaching affect my aOtude toward Scripture? Did the teaching 
come from and agree with the Word? Does it increase my love for the Word? 

4. How does the teaching affect my self-life? Does it feed self or crucify it? Does 
it feed pride or humility? 

5. How does the teaching affect my relaJonships to other ChrisJans? Does it 
cause me to withdraw, find fault, and exalt myself in superiority? Or, does it 
lead me to genuine love for all that truly know Christ? 

6. How does the teaching affect my relaJonship to the world system? Does it 
lead me to pursue the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boas^ul 
pride of life? Does it lead me to pursue worldly riches, reputaJon, and 
pleasures? Or, does it crucify the world to me? 

7. How does the teaching affect my aOtude toward sin? Does it cause me to 
tolerate sin in my life or to turn from it and grow in holiness? Any teaching 
that makes holiness more acceptable and sin more intolerable is genuine. 

For an elaboration on the 7 principles in Chapter 29 of Tozer's book "Man the Dwelling Place of 
God). 
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